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Schools out, Children about. Please drive carefully 

through the village during August as there will be 

children around.  

Footpaths are an issue again with path NA8 being 

particularly bad for most of its length. The path 

needs to be cleared at ground level and also 

hedges need cutting back together with over 

hanging brambles. It would be nice to walk along it 

without avoiding any obstacles. 

By the time that you read this the Garden Party 

will be over. A full report in the September issue. 

Wheelie bins will be collected on a TUESDAY in 

future. Each bin will be emptied on alternate 

weeks. 

All the usual information in this issue but a few 

items have had to be held over for a future issue 

because of lack of space. 

Please support all the          

companies that advertise in this 

issue. Their support in keeping 

the Herald going is most     

welcome. 

Following on from the Spring Birdwatch there will 

be a similar one for the Autumn. This will take 

place in October and it will be interesting to see if 

there are any changes. 

I understand that various events are being         

organised in the village during the Autumn. Full  

details will be published here when known. 

Finally I would wish all those students who have 

recently taken exams gain the results that they 

wanted and to wish them good fortune in their   

future careers/studies. 

Chris Hopper  -  Editor 
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Community News  
Hargrave 49 Club  

 

Lucky winners during June were 

 

The winning number on 2nd July was  No 6    Claire Ward 

The winning number on 9th July was         No 39    Margaret Shepherd 

The winning number on 16th July was  No 30  Kaye Saunders    

The winning number on 23rd July was  No 39  Margaret Shepherd 

 

Congratulations to all the winners 

Ron Smith  

 

  

 

Hargrave Book Club  
 

Twelve members met to discuss The Black Prince by Iris Murdoch. This was vintage   

Murdoch at her best. There was philosophical discussion interspersed with a slowly      

developing story with a surprising twist in its tale! Some members found the print of this particular      

edition difficult and the text rather 'wordy'. Despite this it is worth persevering with this book, which is a 

fine example of the authors work.  

 
The Book club is now taking a summer break and will meet again on September 6th. at the home of 

Penny Hopper,  5 Church Street.  

 

New members are invited. 

  

Marie Rawlings 

 

 

                    

 

   Brownies  

 

Saturday September 24th Barn Dance at the Raunds Methodist Church 7.30 start. 

Adults Ã5 Children Ã3. Ploughmanõs supper included.  Live Music and Dance Caller.  

Contact Caroline Adams  01933 622168 or Debbie 01933 626616 

 

1st Raunds Methodist Brownies have places for girls. You can join if you are between the ages of 7yrs and 

10yrs. 

We meet on a Wednesday in Raunds at the Methodist Church at 6.30pm.  

For more information about their exciting new programme contact Caroline Adams 01933 622168. 

Caroline Adams 
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Community News  

               Coffee Mornings from 10:30 onwards  

Thanks to Karen Phillips for the June coffee morning.  

Thursday 4th August  Hosts are Margaret & Ron Holmes,  7 Elm Close 

Thursday 1st September. Host is Savitri Pollard, Xanadu, Church Road 

    

       All villagers are welcome to come to these coffee mornings  

 

W I News  
The talk on 78 Derngate was fascinating ð and those of us who have visited this 

house were amazed by it.   

In July, Valerie Anslow spoke passionately about the work of the Fair Trade 

organization ð it really makes a difference to the lives of the producers and 

their families in third world countries.  

No meeting in August but in September we meet again to hear about back 

stage at Milton Keynes Theatre. The competition is for the best òtheatrical objectó, and we look  forward 

to seeing how our members interpret this.  Our competition in July was for a hand-made craft item and 

beautiful embroideries, lace, cross-stitches and knitting were   exhibited.  But the winner was a fantastic 

little metal bird made by Sue Smart (who has also agreed to be darts captain this year) ð so well done to 

her on both counts! 

The W.I. Team 

 

Ladies Luncheon  

The next Ladies Luncheon will be on Friday 19th August at 13:00 at The White 

Horse, Tilbrook. 

All are welcome to join us. Please contact Penny on 623310 to confirm a place. 

Penny Hopper 

Quiz Night  

After several months without being able to field a team the 

Hargrave Hopefuls were back to winning ways at the July 

Quiz Night. 

A tight scoring match between 5 teams with the lowest 

score being 73 points and Hargrave winning by 1 point with 

92. 

The usual team of Craig, Martin, Pat, David, Penny and Chris 

together with Barbara Philp replacing Sylvia celebrated a 

good win. 

The date of the August quiz night at The White Horse is 

Sunday 21st August starting at 19:30. If anyone wants to join 

the team please let me know on 623310. 

Chris Hopper 

 

 

Photo taken by Richard Binks 



 

 

 

Mobile Library  
 

The Northamptonshire County Councilõs Mobile Library no 

longer serves Hargrave. 

 

You may, of course, borrow books from the Raunds Library. 

 

Editor 

 

 

Raunds Library  

 
Not so long ago, in fact in living memory of many of the residents of Hargrave, Raunds was an important 

small town, a centre of the local footwear industry with five factories and all the supporting trades and 

services. Sadly, fashions changed, out went boots and shoes and the heart of Raunds. However, all is not 

lost. We still have the Library. All over the country libraries are being closed but when Raunds was 

threatened, the "Friends Group" rallied local support and saved it. 

  

A recent initiative was IT and biscuits for the over 50s. The weekly sessions on Wednesday afternoons 

were free, offering an introduction to the Internet. The ten-week course was on overwhelming success 

and it is hoped to repeat this in the autumn. Places are limited, so keep a look out and enquire at the  

library if you are interested. 

  

If you are already conversant with the mysteries of Google, perhaps the Friday afternoon "BookChat" is 

more your cup of tea (50p with biscuits.) This happens on the last Friday of the month from 2.15-3.15pm. 

It is open to everyone. Drop in and get a first look at the new arrivals, stay for a chat and a cuppa and 

enjoy an hour free from the stresses of everyday life. We must preserve the oasis of culture. Support 

Raunds Library. 

 

Sylvia Brown 

 
 

 
Revised Day for Refuse Disposal Collection  

 
Please note that the East Northants DC refuse collection day will now be on a 

TUESDAY.  
 

When a Bank Holiday occurs the collection will be a day later. 

 

Editor 
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 HARGRAVE FILM SOCIETY  

After a successful launch of the Hargrave Film Society last year we are now 

preparing for a new season starting on October 20th at 7.30 pm in the Village 

Hall.  

The first film will be the highly acclaimed British Oscar winner, The Kingõs 

Speech. This will be followed by the classic film, Casablanca in November and 

the modern classic Slumdog Millionaire in December. 

The cost of membership has been reduced to £28 for the year for seven films. The attractions of the   

society are reasonably priced, good quality films shown almost on your doorstep in a convivial            

atmosphere. There are no costs for booking, travel or overpriced refreshments. Instead we have sensibly 

priced refreshments after the show and the opportunity to discuss the films with like minded friends. 

If we are to maintain the society for another year we need all existing members to re-join and for many 

new members.  

Membership can be obtained by contacting any of the committee members listed below. 

Chris Hopper chrishopper45@talktalk.net  623310 

Jim Ferguson jamesferguson2@tiscali.co.uk  623850 

Craig Lindsay uninhabitedman@btinternet.com 622790 

Sylvia Brown sylviesmiles@aol.com   460485 

Jim Ferguson 

  

 

Conservation Society  
 

Hargrave Conservation society held a meeting at Hargrave Hall on 12 July.  Matters discussed included 

the future, if any, of the Nags Head pub, various local planning applications, the status of the possible   

appeal of the Chelveston wind turbine application decision and the new Northamptonshire CPRE report 

highlighting the lack of efficiency and high cost of inland wind turbines.  Various village improvement ideas 

were discussed as well as the usual agenda items of footpaths, tree preservation orders and general    

conservation issues in and around the village. 

 

It was resolved to send a polite draft letter that had been prepared for the attention of Eric Nightingale, 

owner of the Nags Head, asking him whether he still had any intention of reopening the property as a 

public house.  The letter pointed out that there remained a keen wish on the part of most Hargrave  

people that they would like their pub to open again.  The Society members felt that the loss of the pub 

had damaged village social interaction and made it more difficult for new residents to settle into the    

village.   

 

It was noted that the developerõs appeal against the decision of Huntingdon District Council to reject the 

RES application for wind turbines at Kimbolton was due to be heard in August.   

 

It was agreed that the Society should again plant out the tubs at the turn into the village from the B645 

with flowers and also to request the Parish Council to contact County Highways once again to ask for 

permission to install a white fence across part of the verge at the entrances to the village, as a visual   

traffic calming measure. 

John Brotherton 

 

                               

mailto:chrishopper45@talktalk.net
mailto:jamesferguson2@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:man@btinternet.com
mailto:smiles@aol.com
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Fileyõs Column 

Hi  -  Iõm back. 

Havenõt reported for a couple of months  -  Busy busy! 

Went away to the coast with Mum and her òotheró son and grandson. Me and a 

2½ year old toddler let loose on the Dorset coast. Oh Bliss !!  -  I can dig sand 

quicker than he can! - I donõt know who was more excited, him or me! 

 

Have been to several local dog shows with my best pal Boris and generally wiped the board between us! 

 

Mum was a judge at one charity dog show which was raising money for a very worthwhile cause  -

óBattenõs Diseaseó  -  a childhood killer. I wasnõt allowed to go  -  (I think Mum may have been biased).  

Anyway I was left at home to guard my òendó of Hargrave and I had the last laugh as it didnõt stop raining  

-  it was torrential. They did however raise a fantastic amount of money and are hoping to do it again 

next year. Will keep you informed as to when and where so that all your canines (and others) can come 

and òstrut your stuffó for a very good cause. 

 

Of course there was a pet service last month at the church  -  I wasnõt allowed to go there either  -    

instead my ôcousinõ Buster, a puppy Border Terrier went as my stand-in (think Buster  -  Big Boris   - and 

myself might have been mayhem!) 

 

Anyway now to serious stuff  -  We are so fortunate to have miles of footpaths over some beautiful 

countryside around Hargrave. Most are official footpaths and bridleways and some are òborrowedó from 

local landowners who are kind enough to allow us to use them. 

 

WHY THEN DO SOME ABUSE THEM? 

 

Whether youõre as small as òBilly Boyó or as big as òBorisó you all do òdoingsó  -  Get your people to pick 

it up!  There is nothing worse (Iõm told) than having òitó on your shoe or a toddler falling in òitó. òItó can 

also carry diseases.  -  So whether you go out occasionally or like me regularly or know of someone    

visiting and taking their canine pal out, please make sure everyone is aware or our òZero Toleranceó of 

this filthy subject. 

 

People who regularly read my column may think that Iõm obsessed with òdoingsó. How wrong they are  - 

I AM obsesses with not having any òdoingsó anywhere around Hargrave. 

 

We can make this happen as long as we òtrainó our owners. 

 

Until next time. 

 

Filey 
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WORKING PARENTS 

 
Would you be interested in finding a way to see more of your children without compromising your 
income? 

 

Are you concerned about childcare arrangements after school and in the long school holidays? 
 

Does juggling the needs of your employer and those of your family cause you stress? 
 

5ƻŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƻŦ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƻǊǊȅ ȅƻǳΚ 
 

Are you aware that the average student debt is now around £23,000 and that The Guardian has 
reported that on average graduates will compete against 70 other applicants for every job? 

 
IǳƴǘŜǊǎΩ IŜŀƭǘƘ Ŏŀƴ ǎƘƻǿ ȅƻǳ ŀǿŀȅ ǘƻ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƛǎǎǳŜǎΦ 

All we need is 30 minutes of your time; what have you got to lose? 
Please call 07714 616451; skype chat tonimhunter 

or email : toni@tonihunter.com 
Find us at http://tonihunter.com/hunters-health/ 
and www.facebook.com/huntershealth 
 
Forever Living Products, Longbridge Manor, Warwick CV34 6RB are members of the Direct Selling Association and supply high quality nutritional drinks and        

supplements, skin care and personal care products primarily derived from Aloe Vera and Bee Products. 

 

 

Cuts, Debts and Priorities 

 
I was going to make this article a quiz.  How many resources does it require to install a few 30 mph limit 

signs along Brook Street?  Was it so necessary that it had to take priority over all the other things a local 

council has to do?  But perhaps Iõm being unfair.  Iõve lived in several different regions of England and East 

Northants is the best value council that I know in terms of the quality and efficiency of services delivered 

in relation to its Council Tax rate.  But, in these straitened times, being less worse than the others isnõt 

enough.  The UKõs finances arenõt so different from those of Ireland or Greece.  Itõs just that the           

international markets have more confidence that we can pay the interest on our loans than those       

countries.  Can we retain that confidence if we go on spending money on such stupid things while public 

dissent simmers about all the cuts coming down the pipeline?  So how many resources were deployed?  

Donõt tell your foreign friends or the UK might lose its coveted triple A credit rating.  I counted four men 

and two pick-up trucks grouped around one 30 mph sign! 

Geoff Brown 

 

 

 

 

mailto:toni@tonihunter.com
http://tonihunter.com/hunters-health/
http://www.facebook.com/huntershealth
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                  News from the White Horse  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now open ALL DAY from Tuesday to Sunday 

 - Great Menu of Traditional Pub Fayre 

 - Real Ales with changing guest ales 

 - Fab Wine List with most wines by the glass 

 - Speciality Coffee Machine 

 - Big Gardens with swings and slides 

 - Two Main Courses for £10 on a Wednesday Night 

Contact Richard or Caroline on 01480 860764 or go to www.whitehorsetilbrook.com 

which has links to both Facebook and Twitter. 

August Quiz Night  19:30 Sunday 21st August  

All welcome for some good fun. 

Fish and Chip takeaways  

You can now get takeaway fish and chips at the White Horse, Tilbrook.  Available Tuesday 

through Saturday 12 til 3pm and 6 til 9pm. Usual Beer Battered Haddock, Chips and Peas 

£7.95. 

CAMRA Good Beer Guide 2011  

We are now in the 2011 edition of The Good Beer Guide. Copies available from us. 

Also now in The Good Pub Guide 2011 

Saturday BBQ  

BBQ available every Saturday from 12 Noon until 18:00 

 

 

Look forward to seeing you soon.   Richard & Caroline 
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Hargrave Parish Council  

Minutes of Meeting held 4 th  July 2011  
 

Village Infrastructure  

 

Footpaths ð No issues had been reported however it was felt that the hedge along the footpath near 

Boxtree House may need trimming before the main cut which was scheduled to take place in the 

Autumn.  It was stated that NA8 footpath was accessible. 

Village Maintenance and highways ð a list had been prepared for the enhancement gangs which        

included: 

Church Street ð cut vegetation, weed kill areas, clean signs, mend depression in road (nr Brook 

St), repair pot holes, broken road edges and reset kerbing. 

B645 ð cut vegetation on bend sign nr Shelton turning. 

Raunds/Hargrave Rd ð cut vegetation on approach to bridge from Raunds. 

Telephone Box ð repair front panel, strim and tidy area, 

Elm Close ð reinstate white lines and weed kill path, 

Nags Head ð weed kill path, cut vegetation and repair road adjacent to no.8, 

Brook Street ð Reinstate white lines nr ôgive wayõ, repair pot holes and road edges.  Clear weeds 

and weed kill, add safety barrier at caged stones and strim weeds in area, unblock drain from      

Anglian Water repair. 

Acacia House ð repair tarmac at junction. 

Village Hall ð Clear vegetation nr ôbendõ sign, 

Village ð clean all signs, 

Village Hall ð next meeting 23rd August no functions booked before then.  A resident to donate a 

sound system if committee in agreement. 

Public lighting ð nothing to report, 

 

Community and Road Safety - No incidents reported.  It was stated that across the county 200 drain 

covers had been stolen and the council were replacing drains with antitheft covers with a low scrap value.  
L Dickerson from Northants Police had been contacted regarding the councils new representative. 

 

Planning   -  EN/11/00451/FUL Detached brick built workshop and rear utility room extension ð          

                    permission granted, 

          EN/10/02243/FUL ð Single storey kitchen extension to side ð appeal dismissed due to the  

              effect on the appearance and character of the host dwelling. 

 

Financial ð Payments of £507.28 were approved for Clerk Salary, Lighting Maintenance and Hire of hall. 

 

Annual Review of Procedures   - The current policies and procedures for 2011/12 were agreed   

without making changes. 

 

Telephone Box - Shelving for the telephone box could be made for the end of the summer but that the 

sign stating ôcoins not acceptedõ should be removed together with the sign on B645 indicating a public 

phone box. 

 

War Memorial - Once the Church had confirmed that no objections to the inscription had been      

received then the work could be carried out.  It was hoped that this would be completed before the   

Remembrance Day Service in November. 

 

Next meeting to be held on Monday 5th September 2011 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. 



 

 

Itõs not  your name on it!  

Bedfordshire Police is warning the public to check labels carefully when taking delivery of parcels at their 

homes. 

A new scam has come to notice whereby parcels are being delivered to residences with the labels    

showing a correct address, but an unknown name. The person receiving the parcel has been asked to sign 

for it and, in many cases, has done so. 

Soon after the delivery, usually the following day, a woman visits the address saying she believes a parcel 

intended for her has been delivered there by mistake. 

The woman takes the parcel and is not seen again. 

Within a few days, occupants of the address invariably start to receive paperwork, often including         

payment demands for the parcel. 

The woman is described as being of mixed race, aged in her 20s, large build and approximately 5õ5ó tall. 

She has ôsignificant red hairõ. 

Sergeant Andy Rivers said, òEven if you are expecting a delivery, make sure the label is correctly          

addressed to you or a member of your household. 

òIf you are not expecting a parcel, carefully inspect the label and if there are any discrepancies in the     

details, you must seriously consider declining the delivery.ó 

If this has happened to you, or you have any information about the scam, please contact Sergeant Rivers 

on 01234 841212 or text 07786 200011, or call Crimestoppers, anonymously if preferred, on 0800 

555111. 

Bedfordshire Police 

 

 

Hargrave Crime  -  May 2011 

 
According to the Police website there was one case of anti social behaviour in or around Nagõs Head 

Lane in May 2011.   

 

Editor 
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Hargrave Garden Fete  
 

The Fete on 25th June feels like ages ago now but I would like to express again my thanks to all who gave 

so generously, those who helped and the people who came and spent their money. 

There was a trickle of supporters rather than a flow but those that came seemed to enjoy the occasion 

and many sat in the sun for lunch. 

As usual several young people from the village helped run the stalls. 

Proceeds amounted to £573 and three charities were supported. 

The accounts are displayed on the village notice board. 

Various charities received the goods that were unsold. 

Thank-you. 

Gilly Winser 
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Christian Gibson Entertainment  
 
Professional Events Singer, Musician and Producer Christian Gibson brings you 

a slick and vibrant program of live Vocal Acts to kick off any wedding, masonic  
function or special event. 
  
Combining sixteen years of professional performing experience as a solo artist 

and singer in London's West End, Christian's live vocal shows range from his 
many solo acts (including Tom  Jones, Michael Buble), duo acts with current 
male and female West End stars and his 3 tenor and group acts. 

  
Christian's acts cover every music genre from Motown to Opera and Pop 
to Musical Theatre. 

  
 Christian will also combine his Producing and Choreographic skills to project 
manage larger scaled events and can incorporate additional singers, dancers and 

musicians. 
  
Booking now for the summer and Christmas  

season. 
  
For further information  call 07789 434 667 or  
visit Christian's website. 

 

www.christian-gibson-entertainment.com 

http://www.christian-gibson-entertainment.com/
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Hello everyone,  

 

I have been spending the summer months in the Northamptonshire area                  
performing,  networking,  spreading the word building up  my Entertainment business. 

With many high profile  West End musical productions to  my  credit  I decided to take 

time  out from the Theatre  and work on my ultimate goal and  reach out to the general 
public offering  my expertise and performing experience to couples preparing for their 

wedding  who are  looking to book a singer, a band or various other combinations, people 

looking for entertainment for their private parties, in fact any type of celebration that 

requires an injection of music, fun, and/or audience participation. The ultimate goal for 
me is  to relate  to an audience on an emotional level leaving them with happy        

memories  of their momentous  occasion. This  I hope is  made possible not just by my 

singing/dancing skills, but through my ability to relate personally to an audience and 
therefore making their experience  feel very special.  

  

As many  of you will  know, if  you   been in the same situation of  building up  your own 
business it is  extremely hard work requiring dedication, determination and a  passion 

for what you do. Trying to do this whilst working in the Theatre or touring nationally or 

internationally  with a show  can be very frustrating ! The situation most of the time    
being   ....... I get a  call from  my agent to  audition for a role,  I prepare  my songs,  I      

rehearse, rehearse and  rehearse until  I'm word perfect and  my voice is in tip top 

form......... on the day  I present myself in front of the audition panel, sing  my heart out, 

give it everything  I've got, then come away hoping that  I've done enough to get the job.  
  

If  I get lucky and receive that longed for call from  my agent telling  me the  GOOD 

news  ...... ( it's celebration time !!!  ) However,  I now have a bit of a problem because 
while  I've been (resting, ha ha )  I've been networking and promoting  my own business, 

securing dates in my  diary to perform at a wedding , masonic event or some other      

important occasion...... now....... what do  I do  ?  See what I mean... it all gets very   
awkward trying to juggle dates around  and  this is the reason why I decided that  2011 is 

the time to focus solely on my own business as trying to balance the two is very        

difficult. So here I am...... full of exciting ideas and ready to perform!  
  

Bookings to date have been:  

  

Working under my company name of Christian Gibson Entertainment I have            
successfully written, produced and performed  in several masonic Ladies night's, small 

intimate private birthday parties, and weddings.  Two weeks ago  I performed a sell 

out  Swing show at the Pizzeria Venezia Restaurant in Rushden which was so well      
received that I have been asked back to  entertain their customers again, this has been 

booked for Friday  September 2nd   2011 and  I will be performing a Soul/Motown show.   

  
Other plans in the pipeline with dates still to be confirmed include,  performing a      

musical concert in All Hallows  Church Hargrave, plus several music gigs in and around 

the area.  
  

Please contact me on my mobile number if you have an event/ party/ wedding  in the 

planning stage and would like to discuss ideas with me.  

  
Christian Gibson.  



Recipe of the Month  
By Ann Bouyssou 

  
                         CHOCOLATE COOKIES  

You can use any chocolate in these cookies- I used chopped up mars bars and they 

were very tasty!! 

 

Makes about 12 

 

ingredients 

120g unsalted butter 

165g light brown sugar 

1tbsp golden syrup 

A few drops of vanilla extract 

1 egg 

210g plain flour 

1/2 tsp baking powder 

120g chocolate ð use your favorite 

Baking trays lined with greaseproof paper 

 

Method  

 

Cream the butter and sugar until light and fluffy. Add the vanilla, syrup and eggs and mix well. Mix the 

flour and baking powder together before adding to the mixture. Finally mix in the chopped chocolate. 

Roll the dough into a log 5cm in diameter and place in the fridge for about an hour. 

 

Remove the dough from the fridge and cut into discs about 2cms thick. Place on baking trays allowing 
plenty of room as they spread when cooking. Bake at 170/gas 3 for about 20 minutes until pale gold.  

They are especially delicious served warm. 

 

 
NINE LOCALS, THREE PEAKS,  

ONE CHALLENGEé 

 
Richard Binks and The White Horse, Tilbrook, team     

completed the Three Peaks Challenge on 2nd July in a time 

of 22hrs 26mins  well within the 24 hours so they  were 

very pleased.  

 

Richard says that ôIt was the hardest thing I think I have ever 

done with my legs just collapsing with every wrong step coming down the final summit. 

However we should have raised about Ã3.000 so well worth it!õ. 
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